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A pew reason 'é’a.,f‘ a CIA charls

m

€la chief ‘»tamheld Tumer dign t mean io do sH;
b" ie recenily-provided a geod argument foe giv-

¢ Congress better control of his ageacy. In an ap- _

péara'xce before the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee, Turner generally supported a bill {o establish 2
lezislative charter for his agsncy; but spoke against
a provision that would require the CIA 1o give Con-

gress confidential ‘notice of risky covert actmtxe:,.

abroad. Then, almost off-handedly, he disclosed
that he has not always aotified Congress of such ac-
tivities, uespnte his Dmmlse to do so .

The prom'sa was mad‘> dur‘rm Tumor’s connrma-‘-

tion hearings before the same commilteg in 1377.
He said then that he would give Congress confiden-
tiai nolice of covert actions except on “an extreme-
ly rare occasion” when “something mighi come up
in the middle of the night.” That narrew excenption,

his recent testimony makes ciear,z has-been unilat-. .

“guard against abuses of its power. The patioa neads,
““a good intelligence-gathering agency, and some se-
-crecy is necessary to achigve thai end. But the na-
tion does nof nesd an agency that secretly, on its
- own, undertaxkes foreign prograins thait can have

- notf the point he intended o make, bu the oapome
- that the effective way to impose sx.cn acco-,.mab il
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erally muened How ;ar is rot c}ear, Turner dida’t
say. "

“"lat is clear, however, is that Americans canact
rely ‘on private promises to give their elected rep-
resentatives a chaunce. o oversee the CLA aad in;

significant foreign-policy. implications. Unelected
ofﬁcial:,, even intelligen~e egents; must-be accouni-
able to elected officials who, in turn, are account-
able to the public. Turner's testimony underscored

Uy on the CIA s !hrou,h leg’s atzon
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